THE   MAIN,   FLORIDA,   AND   VIRGINIA            10$
heads made; and to name a corps de garde where men should assemble
when the alarm sounded, thence to proceed to their various posts
as necessary for the defence; and to set up a corps de garde in Camp-
master Alvaro de Mendoza's house, as is customary where there are
military forces; the horse to patrol the coast nightly from the harbour
headland to Tesca Swamp to watch for the enemy; and when the
alarm should sound, all the people having assembled in the corps de
garde> (p. 107) all the troops should then march out upon the beach
and in square formation proceed thence in any required direction.
It was decided that Captain Martin Gonzalez and Juan de Cas-
taiieda should go on board the galleys with all the galleys' forces to
defend the Boqueron entrance to the inner haven; and if the enemy
should approach by the Caleta the galleys were to come up, bows on,
in order to play their ordnance and small shot on the enemy to
prevent his advance. It was so resolved and signed by all, as will
appear in the minutes of the council, to which deponent refers.
All this was taken in hand and Captain Martin Gonzalez under-
took to build a earth-work at Canapote, and did so as promptly as he
could, for they did not furnish him the necessary tools and materials.
Deponent sent Captain Martin Gonzalez forty posts for the work
and a cart to convey them. Deponent took it upon himself to build
another trench at the Caleta and began to build it, but did not
finish it because they took away the Indians for other tasks. Of this
work one wall is so badly built it was useless, rather a menace than
any protection, for it did not reach the sea but left a good long
distance without any shelter whatever. Recognizing that the enemy
might enter there, as in fact he did enter, in the presence of third
persons deponent repeatedly said to the governor: (p. 108) 'Master
governor, provide me with 30 Indians, for at my own expense I want
to carry that wall along to the sea, with its ditch, since if I do this I
shall feel quite sure that the enemy wiU not come in there. If this be
not done, it is there that our cause will be lost.' The governor never
saw fit to furnish the Indians, but preferred to finish a ditch that was
being dug on the beach, after which he said he would let me have
them. Wherefore this work could not be completed.
With his men deponent built another trench at the entrance to
the street which lies back of the Dominican monastery, a very good
work where two pieces of ordnance were placed. One was a heavy
culverin and the other a very good piece. All of the posts used in this
work were deponent's. Which trench was built so that 20 or 30
soldiers stationed there could check any disorderly retreat, for men
falling back would halt there, and recover; and, similarly, other